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Cockles and mussels help Eric to enjoy his first Father’s Day in Bradwell care home
Father’s Day has always been Eric Ringwood’s favourite day of the year, but the dad-of-three was concerned that this year’s celebration would not be as fun. 
Eric, aged, 95, moved into Down Hall Residential Home in Bradwell-on-Sea in January, making this Father’s Day his first at the care home.
To make sure that the day felt special for Eric, and to honour all the dads at Down Hall, the home’s manager and activities coordinator organised a party, including entertainment from a local singer and a special afternoon tea made by the home’s chef.
With help from Eric’s family, the day was made extra special. 
Louise Simon, activities coordinator at Down Hall, helped to plan the celebration. She said: “Eric’s son visited on the Saturday and his daughter Val had a lovely catch-up with him on the morning of Father’s Day, even bringing along their family dog, who Eric adores!
“In the afternoon, Eric’s other daughter Carol brought her dad a surprise seafood lunch, his absolute favourite, which he enjoyed with a few glasses of bubbly.
“Eric was over the moon to have such a fuss made of him.”
The 36-bed residential care home is situated close to the north eastern corner of the Dengie peninsula in the district of Maldon. 
Former electrical engineer Eric explained his love of Father’s Day: “It’s always been a day spent having quality time with the family, so it was lovely to spend time with them in the garden at Down Hall.
“Traditionally in our family we spent the day doing things I enjoy, like having my favourite meal cooked for me, or the kids doing jobs around the house, such as cutting the grass, so I could ‘take the day off’!”
Residents and their families were entertained with a sing-along led by singer Katie, who also took requests from the dads.
Karen Johnson, manager at Down Hall, added: “Having chatted to Eric we knew how important Father’s Day is to him.
“We understand that holidays and occasions can be hard for some of our residents, celebrating in a different environment than they are used to. 
“We always make an effort to make those days special and accommodate any requests that make that transition from celebrating at home to partying in a care home as easy as possible.
“Families and friends are able to visit their loved ones at any time, and we love to include them in our events and activities.”
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About Down Hall Residential Care Home

Located in the village of Bradwell-on-Sea, Down Hall Residential Care Home is situated close to the north eastern corner of the Dengie peninsula in the district of Maldon in Essex. The home is set in landscaped gardens, including a sensory garden, herb garden and a raised-bed allotment where residents can choose to grow their own vegetables.  
For more information visit www.downhallcare.co.uk/

For more information please contact Danielle Booker 07919 922 462 (daniellebooker@springup-pr.com)
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